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Mr. Chairman and committee members, thank you for the opportunity to provide 
testimony today. Rhode Island KIDS COUNT would like to voice our support for 
House Resolution 6253 and thank Representative Alzate for sponsoring and 
Representatives Potter, Felix, Hull, Diaz, Sanchez, Messier, Bennett, Biah, and 
Handy for cosponsoring. This resolution would authorize the appropriation of 
$738,088 to Rhode Island College to fund Rhode Island College Hispanic 
Serving Institution (HSI) status and related student supports. 
 
Similar to Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). Hispanic 
Serving Institutions (HSI) offer targeted support to a subgroup of students who 
have been historically underserved. According to Education Week, HSIs 
graduate a large number of Latino students, and 74% of full-time students 
enrolled at public four-year HSIs graduated within six years, compared to 43% 
of students overall.  
 
In October 2021, 29% of Rhode Island public school students were Latinos. 
They are also the largest group of Multilingual Learners and live in the four core 
communities with the highest concentration of children living in poverty. These 
students also often face barriers to college enrollment and completion, such as 
insufficient academic preparation, difficulty navigating the application and 
financial aid processes, and the high cost of college. 
 
HSIs serve students who may require support to persist and graduate from 
college. However, funding is needed to sustain these efforts and ensure that 
Latino students get the support they need. As the local population, economy, 
and workforce change, Rhode Island must ensure that this growing population 
is prepared to enter and succeed in the workforce. 
 
Rhode Island College’s HSI status will open the door for many generations, and 
with adequate funding, we can ensure that all students pursuing a college 
degree make it to the finish line. Thank you for your commitment and support 
of Latino students and for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 


